
Happy Spring, Rock Camp Community! Here in 
Seattle it’s been a rainy, snowy (?), cold winter, 

and I think all of us are ready for what the warmer months bring. In 
particular, warmth means that our Summer Programming is nearing, 
and our chances of being FIERCE together exponentially increase. 
We are finding that our connection to each other, and our connection 
through music is vital. Now more than ever, we need the messages 
that Rock Camp preaches. It’s time for us to Get Fierce. Dust off those 
guitars, warm up those vocal chords, and get ready to be fiercely 
active for what you believe in. As for us, we are going to fiercely 
celebrate and amplify voices, encourage ideas and innovation, raise 
awareness, and spark activism in youth and adults…all with the 
power of music and community. 
    
     Are you ready to rise up with us? Let’s GET FIERCE!
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IMPORTANT DATES
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April 17:  South Sound Rocks! Applications 
Available
May 5-7: Spring Ladies Rock Camp at Vera 
Project
May 10: Give BIG 2017
May 11-13: Upstream Music Festival
June 10: LRC Reunion Show
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R C R C  B A N D 
S P O T L I G H T

1. How did you get your start as The Black Tones? 
Eva: We got our start in 2011. My twin brother Cedric came up to me one day and said, “Eva, I want to learn drums. Seriously.” I found out that his main motive 
in wanting to learn drums was because he had watched me do a solo performance at Folklife and said, “she needs to be backed up”. I’m so glad he thought that. 
That same summer, we started playing together. I had a couple of songs recorded already that he learned the drum parts for, and then we starting creating more 
songs. We started jamming in our grandma’s basement as much as possible. We’d ask her and she was totally for it! I miss that woman so much!

2. Who are you listening to right now?
Eva: Right now I’m listening to a lot of underground folks and local artists, such as Delvon Lamar Organ Trio (DLO3- who are actually probably my favorite 
band right now), Danny Denial, Julius Smack, Wizard Apprentice, White Mystery, 60’s & 70’s psychedelic music from Nigeria. Of course still the oldies, Jimi 
Hendrix, The Doors, Booker T and the MGs, P-Funk and Kraftwerk. I’m also a huge fan of the American Folk Anthology, a collection of music that was collected 
by Harry Smith.  
Cedric: I am listening to a ton of Kid Cudi, Sicily and J Cole. I love hip hop. Don’t get me wrong I love my rock, but right now I’m on a hip hop kick. 

3. Tell us about your pre-show rituals.
Eva: I have always had anxiety and it only gets worse if I have to play in front of people. Cedric likes to redirect my attention from it and always says “You’re not 
nervous, you’re excited! You’re just mixing the two feelings up!” Which actually does help. Right before we go onstage we do this sort of handshake, dance thing, 
it’s hard to explain hahaha, you’d just have to see it!  
Cedric: I do push ups. I stole this ritual from a show we did with Heather Thomas, an amazing drummer, singer and member of General Mojo’s.   

4. Who are your biggest inspirations as a female in a rock band?
Eva: My older sister was actually the first person to invest in my musical abilities. She got me to start singing at a really young age, I was probably 6 or 7. She’d 
have me sing Erykah Badu’s “On & On” almost every evening and she would also have me sing some Selena, songs like “Bidi Bidi Bom Bom” and “Dreaming of 
You”. She was always playing music, always. If there was any down time, like nothing to do, she’d put on a record. As I got more and more into music I was also 
trying to find where I fit, more women, especially women of color. I got into Bessie Smith, Janis Joplin, Billie Holiday, Sister Rosetta Tharpe. As I got more into 
the scene I found out about local bands like NighTrain (who played a big part in The Black Tones getting our start in the scene), Whitney Monge, Thunderpussy, 
Tacocat, The Dee Dees and also other non local bands like Adia Victoria and Hurray for the Riff Raff. All bands made up of fierce women! 

5. Have you experienced sexism in the music industry? If so, what did that look like?
Eva: I think it’s important to tell you about the experiences I’ve had in the scene due to my identity which not only includes sexism in the scene, but racism as 
well. Any black rockers reading this know the broken record of “you’re the whitest black person I know” because I play rock music. I’ve heard this from both men 
and women in the scene. When after all, you wouldn’t have rock n roll without gospel music, the blues & BLACK PEOPLE! As a woman, I’ve faced not being 
taken seriously, or mistaken as the girlfriend, all of those things. Usually when men hear I’m a musician, they take a step back and usually have this look of shock 
as if “am I sure I know what I just claimed to be?”. Also it is always assumed that I must “just be a singer” when I say I am a musician. But I also get the same 
looks from white men and women when I tell them I play rock n roll music. Usually the response is “I just didn’t realize, I would have never have thought YOU 
would play rock!” and that response isn’t because they know me. If they did, they wouldn’t be shocked. Their reactions are all due to an underrepresentation of 
black folks in rock music. So it’s something I have gone through, still go through and will probably continue to experience.    

Bonus Question: Cats or Dogs? Tell us why!
Eva: I use to be a cat person, then I helped my best friend take care of his sister’s cats, and that changed my mind hahahaha! Dogs! Except for when they wake 
you up too early.
Cedric: Easy. Dogs. 

We are super excited to highlight an 
awesome band, The Black Tones, who 
will be playing the RCRC curated stage at 
Upstream Music Festival! They are a Seattle 
based band influenced by the old souls of 
blues and rock n roll. Led by the powerful 
Eva Walker, The Black Tones have headlined 
shows across the city and are a “goody bag of 
blues, punk and black power”. Come out to 
the RCRC stage at Upstream to see them live 
in action!

At RCRC, we are bold.  We encourage one another to try instruments we’ve never played and sing in front of people we’ve never met.  Many of us 
show up to camp with no musical experience.  Some of us have never stepped on stage.  How do we find the courage to accept the challenge?  WE 
GET FIERCE.
 
We want to apply this fierceness to all aspects of our lives.  Maybe it is witnessing discrimination, or seeing justice overlooked. Maybe it is being 
overcome by nerves before playing a show.  Maybe it is being bullied.  In these moments, what can we do?  GET FIERCE. 
 
To us, fierce is taking action. Fierce is being brave.  Fierce is using our voice.  Fierce is making powerful music.  Fierce is getting fired up about what 
matters to us. Fierce is speaking up. Fierce is not backing down. Fierce is us. GET FIERCE!

I N T R O D U C I N G  T H I S  Y E A R ’ S  T H E M E : 

GET FIERCE



My name is Kate, and I am new to the RCRC community!  I 
jumped on board as Volunteer Coordinator in December, and 
am so excited to be here.   I am a Boston-born feminist, and have 
worked with a number of non-profits on missions ranging from 
disability rights, access to sexual education, women’s health, and 
alternative afterschool programming.  My love for music and 
dance runs deep, and I spend much of my free time writing.  I 
will be contributing fierce blog posts regularly, so keep an eye on 
our “Shout Out Wall” (under the Resources & Community tab 
on the website).
 
As I get to know all of you, I understand why this organization 
is so powerful—RCRC is shaped by the magic that each of you 
bring to this community.  It is your skills, talent, effort, creativity, 
hope, boldness, and intention that allow us to run such unique 
programs.  In a word, you rock.  In light of recent events, we are 
more driven than ever to make this year incredible—to raise 
our voice and get fierce.  To do this, we need your help.  We are 
asking you to get involved and help us continue to strengthen 
our community so that we can show up unified, empowered, 
and fierce.  Sign up to volunteer, bring your best to RCRC, and 
together we can create both powerful programs AND positive 
change.  Summer Camp volunteer applications go live on April 
3rd, and we are still accepting volunteer applications for Ladies 
Rock Camp (May 5-7)!

Middle C, E-flat and G walk into a 
bar. “Sorry,” the bartender says to the 
E-flat,” we don’t serve minors here.”
 
Hi, I’m Shirley Roberson and I’m 
your RCRC Board President for 2017. I 
love a good pun and appreciate smart 
humor in any form. That doesn’t really qualify me to be your board president, 
but it sure makes our board meetings more lively. When I’m not regaling 
everyone around me with praise for RCRC, I work for a law firm, helping 
businesses around the world stay productive and relevant. I also am fully-
prepared for the zombie apocalypse. I’ve been a member of the RCRC Board 
of Directors since 2015 and a camp volunteer for a few years longer. I could go 
on and on and on and on about RCRC, but if you’re reading this, you know! 
To a lot of people, the boards for non-profit organizations may seem strange, 
remote or even non-existent. As your board president, I want to be accessible 
to our entire community and make sure your board is hearing what you have 
to say. RCRC’s board is active, involved and passionate about “contributing to 
an equitable world that celebrates creativity, embraces authenticity and values 
all voices.” I wish I could take credit for that quote, but it actually is RCRC’s 
official Vision Statement, crafted by the amazing members of our community 
who helped write RCRC’s current Strategic Plan.
The best way for us to achieve this Vision is to make sure every activity in 
which our community participates is aligned with this Vision. If you’re ready 
to GET FIERCE and help RCRC achieve its Vision, stand up and let us know. 
Share your ideas, invite people into our community, ask for help if you need it 
and tell us (the board) if you think we’ve missed our mark. We also like praise, 
so let us know when we do something you like. I look forward to a fantastic 2017 
with RCRC and I can’t wait to see the power of our FIERCENESS in action. 

M E E T I N G  O U R 
N E W  B O A R D 
P R E S I D E N T

C A L L I N G  A L L  F I E R C E 
V O L U N T E E R S

K A T E  H A L L

S H I R L E Y  R O B E R S O N

Join us on Saturday, April 1st for our all-ages 
annual benefit show, Shout Out! Seattle, 
at The Royal Room (from 5-8:00PM). This 
open community event is your chance to 
reunite with your friends from Summer 
Camp, and raise money for your favorite 
organization! Get your photo taken in our 
costume photo booth, buy tix for cool raffle 
prizes and get a temporary tattoo while you 
listen to an awesome lineup of bands!

Time: Doors at 5PM, show STARTS at 5:30
Date: Saturday, April 1
Cover: $10 pre-sale, $12 Day of Show

Bring your family and friends and help us 
change the world for girls through music!

S H O U T  O U T ! 
S E A T T L E

Are you 14-19 with instrument experience? 
Are you ready for the next level? Looking for 
other advanced rockers to CREATE with? It’s 
time to sign up for AMP (Advanced Music 
Program), RCRC’s program in partnership 
with MoPOP! If you want to take a deeper 
dive into sound, style, experimentation and 
fierce feminism, this is an opportunity you 
don’t want to miss. Applications are up on 
the website page NOW!!!

A M P 
A P P L I C A T I O N S 
O P E N  N O W !
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**A sliding scale is a tool that can provide equitable access to skill-building and life-long learning opportunities, regardless of financial resources. This method of payment requires active participation and personal reflection on what makes sense for 
your family’s financial situation, and how you would like to support knowledge-sharing in the Rain City Rock Camp community. The sliding scale is one way of acknowledging differences in wealth, income, costs, and privilege and actively address the 
economic disparities in our communities and society. Rain City Rock Camp is moving towards this model as a way to say ‘no’ to the ways things are and ‘yes�’ to the ways we believe things can be, while providing an excellent rock camp experience for all.

SUMMER CAMP NEWS & REMINDERS!
The Express Yourself Piece (EYP) component of the Summer 
Camp application is a way for us to get to know our camp-
ers and is related to our theme for the year, so get ready to 
think about what it means to you! This year’s theme is “Get 
Fierce”. Here are some thoughts about the theme to help you 
get started: 

Fierce is taking action. Fierce is being brave.  Fierce is using your 
voice.  
Fierce is trying.  Fierce is making music.  Fierce is getting fired up 
about what matters to you.  Fierce is being okay with making mis-
takes.  Fierce is speaking up. Fierce is not backing down from what 
you believe in. Fierce is us.

The Express Yourself Piece (EYP) can be in any format you 
choose, such as a painting, song, video, collage, etc. The more 
creative, the better! We are so excited to see what you come up 
with and may even feature your EYP on the RCRC Instagram 
and Facebook pages!

Hellooo, RCRC World! How ya been? Me? SUPER! So, this is the 2nd edition of Camp Director’s Corner and 
I have so much to tell you. Buckle up, because we’re going for a quick, FIERCE ride! Let me start by asking, 
Who’s ready for Summer Camp? *both hands raised high in the air* In just a few days (April 3rd for Summer 
Camp in Seattle and April 17th for South Sound Rocks), applications will be available on our website. You’re 
not going to want to miss these dates so make sure you put in in your phone calendar, wall calendar, parent/
guardian’s calendar, computer calendar, desk calendar...you get the point! Also, we want to see your faces 
soon and we have the perfect way to do that! On Saturday, April 1st, we will be having our annual Shout 
Out! Seattle benefit show at The Royal Room. The lineup is amazing and you will surely recognize some of 
the performers. It’s an early show so come and hang out with your RCRC besties! I’ve got fierce high-fives 
waiting for you.
Last but not least, for our campers from last year, check your mailboxes soon. Since I love getting mail, I’ll 
be sending you some.
Ok. Alright. Sweet. Cool. I CAN’T WAIT to see you so soon!
dani

Tuition: 
Sliding scale, $425 – $25 
We appreciate your support in paying what you are able, 
and any amount over $425 is a tax-deductible donation 
that will continue to help us rock the world!  

We also have payment plans available.

CAmp director’s corner


