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As we approached the check-in line on the first day of camp, I knew we had 

signed her up for something BIG. It was a Ray Charles moment. I remembered a 
quote from him about “soul” being akin to “electricity” – “Nobody really knows what 
it is, but it’s a force that can light up a room.” Well, that’s the promise of Rain City Rock 
Camp for Girls (RCRC). It connects kids to a power source all their own. I could feel it 
from the start.

The amazing women who lead the camp create a magical “come as you are” at-
mosphere where everyone is accepted. No judgment, no pressure, just a straight up 
chance to let your real self shine. With barriers removed and inhibitions lowered in an 
open, trusting space, girls who would barely speak the first day found new friends, 
engaged creatively in ways they never imagined, leaned in to every challenge and 
rocked out with reckless abandon on stage to their own original tunes in front of 
sold-out crowds. What could be better?

In the arc of one week, RCRC accomplishes so much more than you can imagine 
as a parent. My daughter Grace (a sporty, tomboy, 11-year-old) loved every minute 
– the music, the workshops, the art, the guest bands, the community. Almost a year 
later, we still talk about the impact of privilege based on ethnicity, gender and sexual 
orientation that she learned about in one of the workshops. Through the doorway 
of music came a bounty of appreciation for all the things that really matter in life. I 
remain grateful for the gift of RCRC. This vibrant organization offers a shimmering 
example of what it means to be a force for good in this world. They earned my admi-
ration and support, absolutely!

Ann Bradford
Mom of Grace Patterson (2011 & 2012 camper)

NEWS FROM NATALIE

The Louder Your Voice,
the Stronger Theirs

We have an amazing Summer 
Camp season coming up, and I 
cannot wait to see all of you on 
the stage, in the crowd, and ev-
erywhere in between! There are so 
many ways for you to be involved 
in our life-changing organization, 
and I continue to be humbled by 
the amazing level of engagement 
from all of our volunteers, parents, 
Board members, donors, and com-
munity members. Together we are 
working to ignite a revolution- a 
revolution powered by music- a 
revolution that will change the 
lives of over 150 girls and women 
this year. Join forces with us this 
year as a volunteer, donor, show-
case attendee, or a community ad-
vocate. Together, we can change 
the face of music.

Rock on, and see you this summer! 
Natalie Walker
Executive Director, RCRC

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES
•	 May 1st: Ladies Rock Camp Applications available online: first come, first served
•	 May 2nd: Give Big! Amplify your donations to RCRC through The Seattle Foundation
•	 May 5th: RCRC tabling event at El Centro De La Raza for Cinco de Mayo
•	 May 5th: RCRC supports KCTS by answering their phones during their pledge drive
•	 May 12th:  RCRC teams up with BikeWorks for their annual Bike Swap! RCRC bands will 

play from 10-3PM
•	 May 13th: Mother’s Day! 
•	 May 21st: Volunteer Applications DUE!
•	 May 25th-28th: RCRC represents with a volunteer table at The Sasquatch Music Festival
•	 July 30th-Aug 3rd: Summer Camp Session I
•	 Aug 4th: Summer Camp Session I Showcase at The Crocodile Café
•	 Aug 6th-Aug 10th: Summer Camp Session II
•	 Aug 11th: Summer Camp Session II Showcase at The Crocodile Café
•	 Sept 7th-9th: Ladies Rock Camp



By Megan Riggs, RCRC Volunteer since 2009

I came to RCRC as a volunteer before the first camp and was amazed by 
watching the girls going through a process of challenging themselves to 
be bolder, braver, louder, and truer to their own voices. At the showcase 
I realized that those 60 girls were doing something that I couldn’t imag-
ine doing myself – performing in front of a sold-out audience at a major 
venue, one week after first picking up their instruments. I wished I had had 
the opportunity as a teen to challenge myself in that way, to learn to listen 
to myself and to believe in the value of my voice. Rain City Rock Camp for 
Girls offers an opportunity I longed for as a teenager, and I am working to 
ensure that it is a reality when my daughter needs to challenge herself to 
learn the value of her own voice.

We want all girls to know that their voices are worthy of amplification. This summer, 120 girls will go through a week of challenging 
themselves and their peers, learning new skills, and revolutionizing the way they think about themselves. They will step up to the 
mic, grab a guitar, strap on a bass or sit behind a drum kit and let their voices carry through a crowded hall for a sold-out show. One 
Saturday afternoon this summer, 120 girls will stand on the stage, some for the first time, and their voices will be amplified. We will 
stand in the audience and watch 120 personal Revolutions Powered by Music.  To learn more about how you can support RCRC’s 120 
RPM Campaign, please see the enclosed flier.

ignite a revolution - 120 rpm

Natalie Walker...check! Jenn Johnson...check (well, minus luggage at first 
but that’s for another story)! Michelle O’Connor...check! Sonja Irene...
check! Judith Blair...check! Dani Chang...check! We were the crew rep-
resenting Rain City Rock Camp for Girls Seattle and took the south by 
storm; Raleigh-Durham, North Carolina to be precise; to attend the 6th 
Annual Girls Rock Camp Alliance Conference.  Nearly 40 camps were 
represented from Brooklyn to LA, Sweden to Austin, Iceland to Chicago, 
Paris to Minnesota, and so many places in-between!

Our contingency kicked off the conference with a little mix-and-mingle 
to meet some of partners from the various camps that we had shared 
ideas with via cyberspace, have had lengthy conversations with on the 
phone or have seen their name in print or their faces in the Girls Rock! 
documentary over the years.  After a night of meet and greets and social 
chats we hopped on a bio-diesel bus to Haw River State Park in Browns 
Summit, NC. Carbon footprint reduction...check!  From the Fox Den to 
the Heron’s Roost we gathered in various educational sessions to share 

ideas and gain new skills to continue to strengthen 
the work that we already do at RCRC.  These ed ses-
sions included such topics as (but limited to) Gear 
Management, Fundraising, Board Relations, Ladies 
Rock Camp, Building a Volunteer and Mentor Com-
munity as well as a track for Anti-Oppression and 
Social Justice at Rock Camp! The 6 of us divided and 
conquered.  Knowledge gained...check! New ideas 
gathered...super check!

It was the first conference experience for 4 of us and 
I’m certain we can all agree that the lessons learned, 
information gained, friends created, and storms 
survived (I’ve never heard such rumbles of thunder 
in my life) will surely make us more well-rounded 
employees and volunteers for RCRC. The experience 
was invaluable and educational and we can’t wait to 
implement some of what we learned.
 
And oh yes, fun was had....checkmate!

RCRC ROCKS THE GRCA CONFERENCE

Megan Riggs with daugther, Sylvie



 
There are so many fabulous musicians who volunteer 
with us, and we are delighted to launch a new column to 
highlight a different RCRC volunteer band every quarter! 
For this first edition, we are honored to introduce to you 
to a newly formed band: Tape Stacks. Tape Stacks are Kara 
(guitar, vocals); Josh (bass); Layton (keys); and Mandy 
(drums, vocals). Mandy had learned drums at our Ladies 
Rock Camp, and was looking to start a band. Kara and 
Mandy met while volunteering at RCRC last summer, and 
soon they were joined by Josh and Layton, to complete 
the lineup. They’ve been playing together for six months, 
and they practice twice a week in a basement where they 
play a little and snack on corn nuts… a lot. They took 
some time out of their busy corn-nut-eating schedule to 
answer some of our questions:

1. What do you do when you aren’t playing music?  
Mandy makes movies with Reel Girls, Layton plays 
with pixels at a design agency, Josh is a grad student 
and mad scientist, and Kara teaches awesome high 
schoolers. 

2. Who writes the lyrics and what inspires your lyrics?  
Kara writes most of them. She wants you to know 
that they are NOT about Josh (she even made a 
whimsical banner for the basement that says “it’s 
not about you”). Sometimes the lyrics seem like they 
are about love and stuff, but mostly they are just 
about how Kara doesn’t like to eat leftovers, and how 
heartbreaking it is when the Chinese restaurant is 
closed. 

3. If you could open for any local band, who would it 
be?  Definitely Pablo Honeys. We’re big fans.

4. If you could have anyone be a guest on your record, 
who would it be?  Is Bill Murray on the table? 
Keyboard Cat?

5. What’s on your playlist right now and who is your 
guilty pleasure?  Right now we are listening to 
KEXP. Layton has been listening to some Jon Wayne. 
Mandy likes Little Dragon. Josh is pretty much 
always listening to Broadcast and Stereolab. Guilty 
pleasures? Layton has been blissing out on George 
Michael’s “Careless Whisper” but you didn’t hear it 
from me. 

6. What is your most quotable lyric that you would you would 
tattoo on your body?  We do a song that’s maybe about dating 
a beautiful person who…let’s say, has different values than your 
own. The chorus goes “You’re pretty… you’re pretty…you’re 
pretty stupid.”

7. Why do you love Rain City Rock Camp for Girls so much?  Well, 
Mandy and Kara met volunteering at Rain City Rock camp, so we 
wouldn’t, like, EXIST without RCRC! Also, on a more serious note, I 
(Kara) teach high school girls, and I notice a lot of institutionalized 
cultural messaging that tells girls to be quiet and beautiful 
objects. If even for a week, there is a program designed to tell 
girls to be loud, self-possessed expressers of their minds and 
imaginations -- I want to be a part of that.

RCRC VOLUNTEER
BAND SPOTLIGHT:

tape stacks
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From Left: Mandy, Josh, Kara, and Layton

RCRC STAFF:
Natalie Walker, Executive Director
Michelle O’Connor, Operations Manager
Judith Blair, Volunteer Coordinator
Sonja Prins, Program Development 
Coordinator
Jenn Johnson, Technology Director
Daniel Chang, Summer Camp Director

And a big THANK YOU to all 
of the volunteers who make 

our work possible!

RCRC BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Jessica McCarthy, President
Dawn Schellenberg, Vice 
President
Leslie Woodworth, Treasurer
Lauren Domino, Secretary
Holly Houser
Joleen Hughes
Heidi O’Halloran
Michelle Parker
Aaron Sarkey
Kris Woolery



“Wow! Our 50 Shows in 50 States benefit event at the Hard Rock Café was 
a big success! It was amazing to see so many RCRC supporters come early 
for dinner (with 10% of their bill donated back to us) and stick around for 
the whole show.  After all of the work put into organizing the event, we 
were super touched to see the incredible community support!

Camp Directors Dani and I had a blast leading the show and were true to 
form with costume changes and the occasional mustache. Domino also 
dropped in from her world tour and led the crowd in warm ups, which 
made it feel so much like Summer Camp! We also had a ton of fun with the 
photo booth run by our Reel Grrls sisters Mandy Hubbard & Sarah Stogner. 
The link to all of the pictures will be made available soon.

Throughout the evening there were awesome performances by camper 
bands Poprock Pandas, Nobody’s Business and Sweaters who all performed 
the songs they wrote at camp! There were also three incredible adult 
bands that included RCRC founders, volunteers, and board members: 
Pablo Honeys (who encored with the Camp song), Exohxo & Spanish for 
100. It was such a treat to be able to enjoy such a lineup!

Rain City Rock Camp for Girls
117 East Louisa Street #445

Seattle, WA  98102
206.659.5471

www.raincityrockcamp.org

We would like to thank our community supporters that 
helped us raise money by donating door prizes: Pacific 
Science Center, The Crocodile Cafe, Neumos, Shultzy’s, 
GC, American Music, Easy Street Records, Gibson & The 
Seamonster Lounge.

We are so grateful to all of you that attended, which 
allowed us to raise some of the  essential funds that 
keep camp running from year to year. Your individual 
support is so important to us. What an awesome way 
to spend a Sunday and get pumped for camp!

Michelle O’Connor
RCRC Operations Manager, Summer Camp Director

50 SHOWS in 50 STATES

Camper band Pop Rock Pandas at 50 Shows in 50 States

Domino sells raffle tickets to Exohxo frontman, Danny Oleson

It’s the best thing that 
has ever happened to me. 
Everyone is so accepting 
and loving, and I feel so safe.

– 2011  Camper


